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By  Consul  Christopher  H.  Payne,  St.  Thomas,  July  15. 

The  island  of  St.  Thomas,  in  the  Danish  West  Indies,  1,440  miles 
south  of  New  York,  has  a  land-locked  harbor  within  whose  limits 
are  a  number  of  coal  docks  and  warehouses,  both  public  and  private, 
that  are  sufficient  to  take  care  of  a  large  percentage  of  the  business 
done  in  the  West  Indies.  It  is  in  practically  a  direct  line  between 
European  ports  and  the  Panama  Canal.  With  the  return  of  peace  in 
Europe  this  island,  with  its  even  climate — the  temperature  ranges 
from  about  60°  to  92°  F. — will  eventually  become  a  great  business 
center,  whence  trade  will  naturally  extend  to  other  West  Indian 
islands  and  to  portions  of  South  and  Central  America. 

The  agricultural  products  of  St.  Thomas  have  not  for  many  years 
been  sufficient  in  quantity  to  supply  the  local  demand.  This  condi- 
tion is  due  in  a  large  measure  to  the  uncertainty  of  the  seasons,  long 
droughts,  and  shallowness  of  the  soil,  and  to  the  tendency  to  cen- 
tralize the  productive  lands  in  the  possession  of  a  few  people  who 
utilize  them  for  grazing  purposes,  thus  preventing  a  system  of  culti- 
vation such  as  would  be  possible  were  the  lands  parceled  out  in 
small  farms  and  sold  or  leased  upon  reasonable  terms  to  those  who 
would  clear  them  up  and  cultivate  them  in  a  way  that  would  soon, 
no  doubt,  produce  vegetables  and  other  produce  sufficient  to  enable 
the  island  to  be  self-supporting  along  these  lines. 

Unfavorable  Conditions  Caused  by  Decreased  Shipping. 

As  conditions  now  are,  St.  Thomas  is  dependent  on  the  business 
of  the  harbor  and  shipping  for  support.  The  European  war  has 
almost  entirely  destroyed  the  business  of  this  port  by  causing  a 
complete  suspension  of  regular  calls  by  at  least  one  ship  company, 
namely,  the  Hamburg-American  Line,  and  an  increasing  irregu- 
larity and  infrequency  of  calls  of  vessels  of  other  companies.  The 
harbor  was  the  chief  source  whence  the  labor  of  the  island  natu- 
rally received  employment,  and  now  that  this  principal  avenue  of 
employment  is  almost  closed  here,  the  future  does  not  appear  prom- 
ising. "  [A  report  on  the  port  facilities  of  St.  Thomas  was  published 
in  Commerce  Reports  for  June  2,  1910.] 

There  Avas  an  increase  in  the  number  of  vessels  that  called  here 
since  my  last  annual  report,  but  the  calls  were  made  principally  for 
bunker  coal,  and  only  small  quantities  of  other  supplies  were  taken. 
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The  following  table  shows  the  arrivals  and  departures  of  vessels 
of  all  nationalities  at  the  port  of  St.  Thomas  during  the  fiscal  vear 
ending  March  31,  1916 : 


Nationality. 

Steamers  and  mo- 
tor boats. 

Sailing  vessels. 

Number. 

Tonnage. 

Number. 

Tonnage. 

Danish                     .*. 

28 
124 

22 

16 
3 
7 

33 
2 
1 
2 
3 

43, 876 

241,854 

25,577 

24, 121 

5,494 

10,796 

97,293 

310 

2,857 

5,074 

,5,053 

48 
54 

4 

7 

5,361 

2,263 

332 

Brit  ish                               

9,843 

Dutch                

28 
36 

1,549 

7,562 

1 

451 

Total 

241 

462,305 

178 

27, 361 

Imports  into  St.  Thomas. 

The  total  value  of  the  St.  Thomas  imports  during  the  fiscal  year 
ended  March  31,  1916,  with  the  exception  of  machinery  and  material 
worth  $19,165  that  was  brought  in  for  use  at  the  harbor  works  at 
Longbay  was  $734,680,  which  was  shared  as  follows  by  the  chief  coun- 
tries of  origin :  United  States,  $332,286 ;  West  Indies,  $91,748 ;  Great 
Britain,  $88,411;  Denmark,  $50,778;  France,  $13,286;  the  Nether- 
lands, $12,aDl ;  and  Germany,  $1,195. 

The  value  of  the  principal  articles  imported  into  St.  Thomas 
during  the  fiscal  years  ended  March  31,  1914  (the  year  preceding  the 
war),  and  1916  (a  whole  year  under  w^ar  conditions),  is  shown  in  the 
following  table: 


Articles. 


Ammunition 

United  States 

Apparel 

United  Kingdom 

United  States 

Beverages: 

Coffee 

West  Indies 

United  States 

Tea 

United  Kingdom 

(iermany 

Boats,  etc 

United  States 

Boots  and  shoes 

United  States 

United  Kingdom 

Breadstufls: 

Cereals 

United  States 

Com 

United  States 

Com  meal 

United  States 

Flour- 
Wheat  ( practically  all 
from    the    United 

States) 

Rye 

United  States 

Rice 

Germany 

Netherlands 

United  Kingdom 

United  States 


1914 


J6, 718 
6,562 
9,470 
4,388 
3,966 

3,818 

(a) 
112 
883 


861 
2,935 
2,000 
14, 632 
13, 751 
283 

1,314 
543 
4,098 
4,094 
7,437 
7,437 


46, 336 
2,224 
2,086 
6,247 
4,064 
1,303 
815 


$2, 102 
1,919 
5,575 
2,213 
2,764 

2,863 
2,468 
353 
2,280 
1,340 


1,338 

599 

14,504 

11,662 

1,034 

1,634 
1,106 
3,715 
3,415 
10, 153 
10, 028 


62, 301 
3,377 
3,377 
5,420 


4,770 
342 


Articles. 


Breadstufls— Continued. 

Another 

United  States 

United  Kingdom 

Cement 

Denmark 

United  States 

Chinaware,  crockery,  etc 

Germany ". 

United  Kingdom 

United  States 

Coal 

United  States 

Confectionery,  chocolate,  co- 
coa, etc 

Denmark 

United  States 

United  Kingdom 

Dairy  products: 

Butter 

Denmark 

United  States 

Cheese 

United  States 

Germany 

Drugs  and  chemicals 

United  States 

United  Kingdom 

Germany 

Fancy  goods 

United  States 

United  Kingdom 

Fish,  dried,  .salted,  etc 

United  States , 

Denmark , 


$4,848 

2,876 

1,262 

3,671 

2,269 

238 

3,075 

920 

865 

675 

262, 805 

262, 805 

4,792 
2,033 
1,217 
i;204 

17,982 
14,  S71 
1,937 
7,308 
4,041 
2,049 
6,735 
3,907 
1,302 
1.204 
11,237 
6,296 
3,138 
8,080 
5,349 
2,395 


1916 


$4,023 
2,439 
1,450 
6,339 
5,626 
31 
1,671 


951 

578 

83,214 

82, 013 

5,548 

123 

1,612 

1,115 

12,979 
10, 408 
2,560 
5,072 
4,437 
129 
4,282 
2,534 
875 


7, 750 
6,625 
1,096 
5,840 
4,475 
1,143 


a  Not  separately  stated. 
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Articles. 


Fruits  and  \  e?etables: 

Beans  and  peas 

United  States 

Other 

United  States 

West  Indies 

Fruits  and  nuts,  dried 

France 

United  States 

Glassware 

Germany 

United  States 

Denmark 

Gold,  sil  er,  and  plated  ware. . 

United  States 

Hats  and  caps ,  n.  e.  s 

United  Kingdom 

United  States 

Lard,  animal  and  vegetable. . 

United  States 

Live  stock  ( West  Indies) 

Margarine 

United  States 

Meats,  smoked,  salted,  etc.... 

Denmark 

United  States 

Metals,  and  manufactures  of: 

Machinery 

I'nited  States 

Denmark 

Wire,  pipes,  plates,  etc. . . 

Inited  Kingdom 

United  States 

•  All  other 

United  States 

T'nited  Kingdom 

Germany 

Oils,  mineral  and  vegetable. . . 

United  States 

Paints,  colors,  etc 

United  States 

United  Kingdom 

Paper  and  paper  goods 

I'nited  Kingdom 

T'nited  States 

France 

Perfumes,  toilet  soaps,  etc 

France 

United  Kingdom 

United  States 

Preserves 

United  Kingdom 

United  States 

Soap,  common 

United  States 

United  Kingdom 

Spirits,  wines,  and  liquors: 
Beer,  porter,  and  malt  ex- 
tract  

Denmark 

United  Kingdom 

United  States 


1914 


$6,651 
fi,4S3 
32, 4.33 
28,921 
2,279 
2,317 
2,0S0 


12, 799 

10,  S;il 

1,102 

66 

1,443 

310 

1,420 

1,263 

17 

1,925 

1,705 

14,409 

9,0S3 

7,212 

1,667 

1,351 


1,765 

1,103 

187 

18,9&4 

7,918 

7,791 

21,957 

14,817 

4,749 

1,405 

21,136 

10, 253 

17,223 

10,955 

6,0.52 

8,996 

2,939 

2,497 

1,446 

7,410 

3,025 

1,413 

1,665 

12, 046 

3,806 

3,271 

1,341 

1,123 


15,104 

10, 743 

2,783 

223 


$7, 308 
7,230 

12,364 
5,064 
7,300 
1,506 
36 
1.2.56 
6,, 800 


3,817 

2,200 

526 

289 

605 

420 

185 

10,124 

10,122 

12, 397 

5, 781 

5,043 

7,807 

139 

7,652 

789 

274 

474 

10,364 

2,899 

6,741 

8,250 

3,787 

2,681 

185 

149, 850 

7,286 

7,291 

1,453 

5,430 

7,627 

1,178 

3,688 

816 

3,207 

2,096 

491 

505 

7,524 

1,340 

4,262 

7,471 

739 

6,465 


10, 145 

9,353 

683 

107 


Articles. 


Spirits,  wines,  and  liquors- 
Continued. 
Brandy 

United  Kingdom 

France 

Germany 

Gin 

Netherlands 

Liqueurs 

France 

Rum  (AVest  Indies) 

Whisky    (practically    all 

from  United  Kingdom.. 

Wine 

France 

United  States 

Other  spirits 

West  Indies 

Germany 

Starch ^ . . . 

United  States 

Straw  and  straw  goods  (hats, 

baskets,  etc.) 

United  Kingdom 

United  States 

Sugar 

United  States 

Textiles: 

Cotton 

United  Kingdom 

United  States , 

Germany , 

Woolen , 

United  Kingdom 

Silk , 

United  Kingdom 

Mixtures , 

United  Kingdom 

France 

Tobacco,   and   manufactures 
of: 
Unmanufactured , 

United  States , 

West  Indies , 

Cigarettes , 

United  Kingdom 

United  States 

West  Indies , 

Cigars 

United  States 

West  Indies 

Wood,  and  manufacturers  of: 
Lumber 

United  States 

Matches 

Denmark 

Staves 

LTnited  States 

All  other,  n.e.s 

United  States 


$1,552 

527 

420 

602 

12,602 

12,109 

1,341 

781 

6,835 

7,101 

11,807 

4,342 

63 

23,704 

17,067 

4,403 

3,050 

2,988 

28,986 

5,173 

297 

38,232 
6,133 

70,006 
49,838 
13, 798 
4,614 
5,949 
5,473 
2,432 
1,231 
3,689 
3,657 


7,194 
5,230 
(a) 
7,776 
4,069 
160 
(o) 
8,851 
1,388 
(a) 

34,783 

28,631 

1,005 

463 

5,090 

265 

1,555 

441 


1916 


$1,150 

807 
343 


10,099 

9,662 

427 

268 

5,848 

3,632 

4,797 
2,526 
401 
20, 171 
19, 150 


2,029 
2,015 

7,772 
3,542 
744 
4,130 
4,023 

39,398 

24,902 

11,517 

101 

678 

6&4 

329 

181 

1,670 

639 

992 


14, 461 
4,027 

10, 434 
5,268 
2,577 
45 
2,501 
5,029 
158 
3,926 

4,707 
4,334 
2,224 
772 
4,846 
4,213 
3,873 
3,292 


a  Not  separately  stated. 

Trade  Opportunities — Banking — Parcel-Post  Trade. 

The  opportunities  for  the  extension  of  American  trade  in  this 
district  were  probably  never  half  so  good  as  now,  for  the  conditions 
existing  in  other  great  manufacturing  countries  have  caused  this 
field  to  be  left  almost  entirelv  free  for  American  manufacturers. 

The  Colonial  Bank,  an  institution  that  has  done  business  here  for 
more  than  80  years,  closed  a  few  days  ago,  Avound  up  its  business, 
sold  its  fixtures,  and  left,  leaving  only  two  banks,  the  National  Bank 
of  the  Danish  ^Yest  Indies  and  the  St.  Thomas  Savings  Bank.  It 
would  seem  that  American  capital  could  find  wise  investment  in  a 
banking  institution  here,  if  proper  arrangements  were  made. 
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4  SUPPLEMENT    TO    COMMEKCE    KEPOBTS. 

One  of  the  greatest  hindrances  to  a  large  parcel-post  trade  be- 
tween these  islands  and  the  United  States  is  the  lack  of  a  postal 
money-order  exchange.  Small  orders  would  go  regularly  to  America 
if  postal  money  orders  could  be  had.  but  under  the  present  condi- 
tions these  orders  have  to  pass  through  England,  and  the  delays 
incident  thereto  prevent  such  business. ' 

Declared  Exports  to  the  United  States. 

The  total  declared  value  of  exports  from  St.  Thomas  to  the  United 
States  during  the  calendar  year  1915  Avas  $7,839,  as  compared  with 
$12,1-18  in  1914.  The  articles  and  their  values,  as  invoiced  at  the 
American  consulate,  for  the  two  years  are  shown  in  the  following 
table : 


Articles. 

1914 

1915 

Articles. 

1914 

1015 

S125 

S146 

107 

6,641 

663 

70 

Sandalwood 

?500 

900 

1,380 

1,978 

Straw  paper 

6,723 

Sugar 

Metal,  old 

All  other  articles 

$212 

375 
167 

Total 

12,148 

7,839 

Shipments  to  Porto  Eico  from  St.  Thomas  in  1915  totaled  $1,956 
in  value  and  were  made  up  of  several  articles,  none  of  which  vias 
worth  over  $100.  In  1914  the  exports  to  that  Island  were  invoiced 
at  $2,700,  the  chief  item  being  hides  and  skins  worth  $1,817. 

The  Islands  of  St.  John  and  St.  Croix. 

The  Islands  of  St.  John  and  St.  Croix,  being  agricultural,  have  not 
experienced  such  difficulties  as  has  St.  Thomas. 

St.  John  has  hitherto  found  a  market  for  her  produce  in  St.  Thomas 
and  has  therefore  suffered  greatly  on  account  of  the  parah^zed  con- 
ditions of  this  market  so  far  as  purchasing  food  supplies  go. 

The  largest  agricultural  section  in  this  district  is  the  Island  of 
St.  Croix,  the  products  of  which  are  sugar,  rum,  cotton,  vege- 
tables, tropical  fruits,  and  small  animals,  such  as  goats,  sheep,  hogs, 
and  donkeys.  The  raising  of  horses  and  cattle  is  also  an  important 
industry,  producing  sufficient  horses  for  saddle  and  light-draft  pur- 
poses, and  cattle  for  beef  and  milk  purposes.  Work  oxen  are  the 
only  stock  imported  and  these  come  from  other  West  Indian  islands. 

The  agricultural  conditions  in  St.  Croix  were  the  most  favorable 
known  here  for  several  j^ears;  and,  as  a  result,  the  sugar,  vegetable, 
and  other  crops  were  excellent,  far  surpassing  those  of  previous  years. 

Trade  in  St.  Croix  was  less  favorable  than  in  the  preceding  year, 
owing  to  the  business  confusion  existing  generally. 

Sugar  forms  the  bulk  of  the  declared  exports  from  St.  Croix  to  the 
United  States.  In  1914  it  represented  $262,736  out  of  a  total  of 
$266,289  and  in  1915  amounted  to  $259,963  Avhen  the  total  was 
$265,786.  [An  article  on  the  sugar  crop  of  St.  Croix  was  published 
in  CcjMMBRGE  Bj^ports  f  or  Aug.  8,  1916.] 
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